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Voyageur Minerals Corporate Strategy 

Voyageur Minerals  is focused on developing two strategic critical minerals, Barite (BaSO4) 

and Lithium (Li). Voyageur Minerals Ltd. (“VM”) was founded on the development of high  

grade barite deposits located near Radium BC. These deposits are well understood from 

a geological perspective, two have been drilled and should meet the high end market for 

Industrial end users and oilfield industries. 

The primary short term objective is to move the Frances Creek barite project from a 

Resource category to a Reserve Category deposit. VM has designed a drill program that 

will confirm historical drilling resource and infill drill between two well known zones of 

barite on strike.  

This drilling program is expected to begin in June 2017. Upon successful completion of 

the 2000m drilling program VM will publish a NI-43-101 reserve report mid summer. 

Based on positive results of this report VM will begin the mine feasibility study and begin 

planning  for production in 2018. Our immediate plan is to mine a 10,000 tonne bulk 

sample in the summer of 2017. 

There are multiple grades of barite that are used in multiple industries. Barite is graded 

by its  density. Pure 100% BaSO4 has a density of 4500 kg/m3 (4.5 tonnes/m3) which is 

represented as 4.5 specific gravity (“sg”). Voyageur Minerals has 4.4 sg barite in place in 

the ground which has been determined from sampling and other exploration techniques. 

 The grades of barite currently being used are as follows: 

• 4.0sg  low grade oilfield barite 

• 4.1sg  middle grade oilfield barite 

• 4.2sg  high grade oilfield barite 

• 4.3  low grade Industrial barite 

• 4.35  chemical grade barite 

• 4.35  paint grade barite 

• 4.35  filler grade barite 

• 4.4  Blanc Fix barium precipitate barite (chemically manufactured) 

• 4.5  Not naturally found in commercial quantities 
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Density becomes lower when other minerals are combined with the 4.4sg barite. In the 

VM case, we have fracture filling 4.4 sg barite hosted in a dolomite rock. From a mining 

perspective, in order for VM to sell a 4.1 sg oilfield grade product we will add 0.64 tonnes 

of dolomite to every tonne of 4.4 sg barite produced. Therefore, VM can add 1.0 tonne of 

4.4 sg barite to 0.64 tonnes of dolomite to create 1.64 tonnes of 4.1 sg oilfield grade 

barite.  

 

 

 

The cost to land milled bagged 4.1 sg barite into central Alberta from Asia is approximately 

US$290/tonne. With a depreciating Canadian  dollar the price to import is approximately 

CAD $400/tonne. 

The important factor to understand is that by selling a 4.1 sg oilfield grade product we will 

be able to sell our waste rock (dolomite) for oil field barite prices.  

We currently report our grades as 4.4 sg barite.  If we identify a 100,000 tonnes of barite 

resource (4.4 sg) we can classify it as 4.1 sg resource  -  the resource may increase to 

164,000 tonnes of 4.1 sg barite. Hence selling a 4.1 sg product will also extend our 

resource base. 
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Due to the shortages in barite reserves world wide, the American Petroleum Institute 

reduced the specifications for oilfield barite from 4.2sg to 4.1 sg in order to allow barite 

mines to extend their reserves by adding more waste rock to their end product. 

Voyageur plans to enter the barite market in 2017/18 by selling a 4.1 sg product to the 

local energy service industry. With this cash flow VM will continue to expand reserves and 

increase production capacity. In tandem, VM will also begin marketing its high grade 4.3-

4.4 sg barite to industrial users in the US (paint, filler, and chemicals manufacturers) as 

industrial grade barite. 

The current oilfield market for 4.1sg barite has dramatically increased in the first quarter 

of 2017. There has been a 86% increase in imports due to the revival of the oil and gas 

industry in Western Canada. In the month of March 2017, 38,253 tonnes were imported 

from foreign markets. (source Statistics Canada) 

 

 

 

The intermediate to long term objective is for VM to be selling high monthly volumes of 

barite  into both oilfield and Industrial sectors.  
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In addition, VM started a lithium division with in our company. VM began by identifying a 

potentially high grade high flow rate deposit in Utah and staked our first project in 2016, 

covering a highly fractured fault system named the Roberts Rupture.  

VM completed a joint venture with Anson Resources on this property and the project 

started in the first quarter of 2017. Upon completion of drilling  and feasibility study by 

Anson VM will own a 30% interest in this project. 

VM is actively exploring for lithium deposits and staked its second project, the Lithium 

King, in Utah, in the first quarter of 2017. This area is attractive due to the high grade of 

lithium brine water on surface. The average grade of lithium from wells in the area is 215 

ppm.  

The next steps to move the Lithium King project forward is to take samples of the brine 

water for testing.  VM will send brine samples to two companies that it believes to have 

the technology to process the brine water. This is in addition to the positive ongoing 

testing the joint venture partner Anson is doing with Outotec in Finland. Sampling is 

scheduled to begin the week of May 8th, 2017. Testing is scheduled in June of 2017. 

Voyageur Minerals is working to bring multiple projects to the production stage. Its main 

focus is on the Frances Creek deposit as we firmly believe VM can achieve early cash flow. 

This cash flow will help ensure less dilution to our shareholders moving forward and will 

ensure the acceleration of the development of both barite and lithium projects. 

 

Brent Willis, BSc.Eng 

COO, Voyageur Minerals Ltd 

 

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 

This news release contains forward-looking statements relating to the Qualifying Transaction, including statements 

regarding the acquisition of future assets, the discovery and commercialization of commercial quantities of industrial 

minerals, the successful commercialization of the Company’s assets, expected operational activities, other statements that 

are not historical facts. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on forward-looking statements, as there can be 

no assurance that the plans, intentions or expectations upon which they are based will occur. By their nature, forward-

looking statements involve numerous assumptions, known and unknown risks and uncertainties, both general and specific, 

that contribute to the possibility that the predictions, forecasts, projections and other forward-looking statements will not 

occur, which may cause actual performance and results in future periods to differ materially from any estimates or 

projections of future performance or results expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. These assumptions, 

risks and uncertainties include, among other things: the risk that the assets do not provide commercial quantities or grades 

of marketable minerals, that even if they do contain commercial quantities of marketable minerals that the Company will 

not be able to economically produce such discoveries, the existence of commercial grades of commercial minerals, timing 
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of obtaining required approvals,  state of the economy in general and capital markets in particular, 

investor interest in the business and future prospects of the Company. 

The forward-looking statements contained in this news release are made as of the date of this news release. Except as 

required by law, the Company disclaims any intention and assumes no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking 

statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise, except as required by applicable securities 

law. Additionally, the Company undertakes no obligation to comment on the expectations of, or statements made, by third 

parties in respect of the matters discussed above. 


